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FOREWORD

It has fallen to your lot to be in college during the
war years. You will find it an interesting and challenging
experience. Conditions are changed less at Miami than
in many other institutions, but here also you will soon
realize that these are nat the dreamy days of peace.

Thirty-five hundred young men who have enjoyed the
privileges of Miami as civilians, twice as many more
who have had a brief stay here in uniform since we
entered the war, have set aside selfish ambitians to
fight for your right to think for yaurself and 1o plan
your own life in our American way. Many of them, we
know, will never resume their careers.

My hope is that you may order your life here as
a continuing contribution to the war effort. | do not
mean to have you worry about the war or get panicky
about it. But you are here in civilian attire because our
country and its free instiutions need trained people after
the war to lead out in our thinking. Here are the op-
portunities for such training, provided in abundance at
public expense. You have enlisted to make the best
possible use of them.

Your intellectual life comes first, But you can con-
tribute to the war effart in many other ways. You can
help us maintain a sane, wholesome social life on the
campus. You can cheerfully adjust yourself 1o the crowded
conditions that are forced upon us these days. You can
keep yourself informed on current events and seek to
make your own interpretations of them. You con be a
gaod citizen of the campus community.

It is in this spirit and in this hope that we welcome

you among US.
—A. H. Upham, President
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HISTORY OF MIAMI

One full townshio in a tract purchased from the gov-
ernment by John Cleves Symnes in 1788 was to be set
aside ‘for the endowment of an academy ond other
seminaries of learning.” His million acres were bounded
by the Great Miami, Little Miami, and Ohio rivers. How-
ever, Symnes forget this provision; and in 1809 the state
legislature authorized Miami University in the village
and township of Oxford. The complete township was set
aside for its support. By 1820 a partion of “Old Main”
had been erected. In 1824 Miami rose from an academy
to a full-fledged college, groduating its first class in
1826.

Distinguished men in abundance lack to Miami as their
alma mater. Benjamin Harrison, one-time president of
the United States, and his running-mate, Whitelaw Reid,
were Miami graduates. Another was Robert Schenck,
ambassador to England. It was at Miami, where he was
one of the early professors, that Williams Holmes Mc-
Guffey did research and wrote much of his revolutionary

Eclectic Readers.

Several literary societies existing fram the autset were
fallowed by Algha Delta Phi, an eastern fraternity. A
rival fraternity nomed Beta Theta Pi was founded on the
campus in 1839,

The Snowball Rebellion during the winter of 1847
was fired by the twa fraternities and the literary so-
cieties. Student spirit rose up against the faculty and a
huge snawball was jammed in the door of "“Old Main,”
forcing cessation of classes. As a result of this rebellion
many students left school or were expelled.
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Miami, the “mother of fraternities” has seen four
natianal fraternities founded on its campus: Beta Theta
Pi (1839), Phi Delta Theta (1848), Sigma Chi ({1856),
and Phi Kappa Tau {1906).

Nearness of the Mason-Dixon line found trogedy at
Miami during the Civil War. Brothers left college fo
bear arms ogainst one another, At the close of the war
the university was forced to close because of increasing
financial difficulty.

After a twelve year period, Miami reopened in 1885
and pianeered in co-education during the ‘90’s. Ex-
pansion has been rapid with enrollment growing from
D47 students in 1903 to over three thousand in 1940.
Miami has also developed and become noted for onc
of the most beautiful campuses of the country.

MIAMI TRADITIONS

We wish we cauld impart to you who will soon be
freshmen at Miami a little of what the ““Miami Spirit”
really is, but we reolize before we start that we ccml‘t
hope to do so. The “Miami spirit” is something you will
find for yourselves after you arrive. It's too elusive to
be put inta wards, and it’s too closely tied up with the
campus and buildings of our historic University to be
fransmitted to yau in your homes many miles away.

But we can tell you a little of the traditians in which
you will take part and which all go ta make up mis
spirit we have been falking about. War has hod_ its
effect on our campus life, but there are many traditions
that go on in spite of wartime difficulties.
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One of the first of these is the pajama parade dur-
ing Freshman Week. The freshman men don their loudest
pajamas and parade from dorm ta dorm singing and
making the acquaintance of the girls huddled araund
every window.

With the Navy in charge af Cook field, the old Home-
coming Eve rally and bonfire are no longer passible but
that certainly doesn’t dampen the enthusiasm for the
real game or the traditional dance that follows.

The first football gome is always a big event for the
freshmen. They sit in a compact group and show the
upperclass bigshots that they can cheer as well as any
class that ever ottended Miami, and, ot the half, the
freshmen—both men and women—stream down onto
the field and join in a huge snake dance. This game
will also give you your first glimpse of Thobe—Miami‘s
number one cheerleader. Thobe, builder of the fountain
along slant walk, will appear in his white suit with his
red umbrello and megophone cheering the team and
predicting oll kinds of wonderful victories for our side.

Ancther tradition which gives the freshmen plenty
of fun and exercise is the ringing of the bell in the tower
of Harrisen hall after every Miemi victory. The object
is for each class to toll longer and harder than the
class the year before. Incidentally this is about the only
time that the Harrison bell brings joy to the hearts of
Miomians—it is this bell that marks the beginning of
class periods during the doy.

Miami in the spring is a wonderful time bringing with
it some grumbles but many well tendered traditions just
the same. The biggest grumble is the rain, but it isn‘t
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long before you take that for granted as just a part
of Oxford life. And, after all, with boots, raincoots, scarf,
and umbrella you can’t possibly get very wet.

But we referred ta some traditions that come with
spring and one of the most beautiful of these is May
Day. It is then that one of the most outstanding of the
senior women is crowned Queen of the May and new
members of Cwen and Mortar Board, sophomore and
senior women’s honoraries, are tapped. New house-
chairmen, counsellors, class presidents, and heads of
women’s orgonizations are presented to the Queen and
her court, and skits are presented by each of the fresh-
man women’s dormitories.

Mother’s Day is always the occasion for celebration
at  Miami. The traditional interfraternity sing always
given on Mother’s Day eve wuos displaced last year by
an intersorority sing, each sorority vying to produce the
sweatest melodies for their mothers. Mother’s Day morn-
ing is always the time for breckfasts and celebrations
of all kinds for visiting mothers.

One thing Miami cobounds in is beautiful walks and
scenic countryside. We have our own “lower campus,”
famous as Miami’s best-loved romantic spet. Then down
back of Fisher there are several paths wandering along
the bank of the Tallawanda, crossing fern-lined gullies
over little rustic bridges. Tradition has it that if a fel-
low and his date walk acrass a bridge in the autumn
maonlight, and he doesn’t kiss her, the bridge will fall
in. We wont vouch for this for sure, but it's best not
to take any chances.

We haven’t begun to tell you all of the traditional





