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Not so many years ago the process of welcoming
students to college was a very simple thing. Our list
of prospects was completed toward the end of summer,
rooms were assigned, and we all waited for the hun-
dreds of automobiles with good tires and unrationed
gasoline to roll inte Oxford on opening day. What |
tried to say in earlier M’ books could have been re-
peated year ofter year and no one would have known
the difference.

Now this is all changed. Several hundred new ar-
rivals, most of them in uniform, come to the campus
every month. Freshman classes enter upon their work
in February, in June, and in July, as well as on the
traditional date in September. More Navy men of
freshman rank are due in November. Courses cover six,
eight, twelve weeks, or are in terms of “trimesters”
as well as semesters.

It is a horder problem than ever to get to know
our students or to get them to know each other. It is
harder too to indoctrinate them with the ideals and
traditions of Miami University, and to have them think of
themselves as an essential port of this distinguished
institution with nearly a century and a half of histary
comprehending five wars. We are all of us here to
help you—faculty, administration, and students already
in residence. Campus life will not be the same, but it
promises to be fuller, richer, more worth while.

We welcome you most heartily to share in this
greatly accelerated Miami life of the war years. We
are sure you will be the better for if, and your con-
tribution to America in need will be all the more
valuable.

Sincerely yours,

A. H. UPHAM, President
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‘FOREWORD

You as freshmen are entering Miami University in
one of the most unsettled times of its history. We as
vpperclassmen are trying to write an “M” Book or
freshman bible for you in the same unsettled times.
What the conditions will be next year no one knows,
but in this little book we have tried to give you a picture
of the university as we expect it to be. In some cases
we may be wrong, for which we will apologize while
saying we did our best.

In the cases of fraternities and men’s organizations
we don’t even know if they will be in existence. We
sincerely hope that they will be, and have described
them as we have known them and hope to know them
again.

The advent of the Navy men and the WAVES will
moke o great difference that we can only anticipate
since they are not all here at this writing. You as
freshmen will see the change the same that the upper-
classmen will.

In spite of all this it is an interesting time to be
at Miami. You never know what will happen next, when
girls will be moved into boys’ dormitories and the boys
moved elsewhere, how long the boys will be here, when
reserves will be called dand 4-Fs reclassified, and what
branch of the service will move into Oxford the next
day. There is o limitless source of conversation and
speculation over all this, ond ogain no one knows for
sure.

It Is also a stimulating time to be at Miami. Just

being in college and going to classes you realize that
in some way you must be preparing yourself to help
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with this war and more important still to help with
the world that is going to result from this war.

It is an inspiring time fo be at Miami. When you
lnow how few people comparatively are having the
chance for higher ecucation, you realize the responsi-
bility that will rest on your shoulders when you gradu-
ate,

We remember long ago the summer before we
were freshmen when we got our copy of the “M" Book
and how it excited us and helped us during those first
few weeks of school. We only hope that in the same
way this book will help you of the class of 1947.

HISTORY OF MIAMI

In 1788 John Cleves Symmes purchased from the
government one million acres bounded by the Great
Miami, Little Miami, and Ohio rivers. In the contract one
full township was to be set aside “for the endowment
of an academy and other seminaries of learning.”” This
clause was ‘““forgotten’” by Symmes until too late; so in
1809 the legislature authorized “Miami University’ in
the village and township of “Oxford.” setting aside
this township for its support. By 1812 Miami boasted
one brick schoolhouse; in 1820 the central part of ~Old
Main was completed, although Miami remained an
academy. In 1824 she became a full-fledged college,
graduating her first class in 1826.

One of Miami‘s early professors was William Holmes
McGuffey. It was here in Oxford that he did his re-
search and wrote much of the material for his revolu-
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tionary Eclectic Readers. Miami has contributed many
distinguished men to her country among whom were
President Benjamin Harrison and his running-mate, White-
law Reid. Another, Robert Schenck, was ambassador to
England.

From the outset several rival literary societies
existed, followed by Alpha Delta Phi, an eastern fra-
ternity. In 1839, a rival fraternity, Beta Theta Pi, was
founded on the campus. During the winter of 1847
student spirit, fired by the two fraternities and the
literary societies, rose up against the faculty; the stu-
dents rolled a huge snowball and jommed it in the door
of “Old Main,” causing cessation of closses, As a re-
sult of the Snowball Rebellion many students were ex-
pelled or left school.

Miami is known as the “Mother or Fraternities’”
since four national fraternities were founded here: Beta
Theta Pi, (1839); Phi Delto Theta, (1849); Sigma Chi,
i1856:; and Phi Kappa Tau, (1906].

The tragedy of the Civil War was made plain in
this college so near ta the Mason-Dixon line when
brother students left college to bear arms against one
another. Following the war increasing financial diffi-
culties forced Miami ta close in 1873; for twelve long
years cattle grazed on her forlarn campus.

Reapening in 1885, Miami pianeered in co-educa-
tion during the 90's. Expansion was rapid: in 1903
the faculty totaled 25 with 247 students attending; In
1920 there were a thausand students, in 1930, two
thousand, and in 1940, over three thausand. Through-
out her expansion, Miomi has developed one of the
finest, most beautiful campuses of the cauntry.
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MIAMI TRADITION

Anything old is usually surrounded by a halo of
traditions—sacred or silly. Miami, well past her century-
mark, has no dearth of these fond associations. She has
an abundance of both traditional spots and traditional
activities. They are the places that make college college
and the activities thot make Miami a lot different from
other colleges.

As you first aproach the campus, a number of
cinder paths come into view. These waadland lanes,
bright by doy and generally void af lingering human
traffic are only dimly lighted at night and thickly popu-
lated by Oxford residents. This is Lower Campus, our
“Lover's Lane,” probably Miami’s most traditional and
best-loved traditional romantic spot.

As soon as the new boys have time to find a pair
of pet pajamos, the onnual parade is held. Clad only
in the afore-mentioned garments (the night chosen is
warm) all Jae Colleges serenade their feminine class-
mates. This gives the girls a chance ta see what those
boys really look like without the padded shoulders
of the “‘zoot suit” ta give them a build-up.

The stadium, where Miami teams have fought, if
not died, for football and track victory hauses many
traditions. At the opening gome, custom dictates that
all freshmen and other campus newcomers sit in a
compact group, so that athers may form an opinian of
the loyalty and lung power of the oncoming genera-
tions. At the half, this entire group, including both
girls and boys, join in a snake dance on the field befare
the critical upperclass eyes. You'd better make it good,
for you dont know wha may be watching you. At this
same first game, you will behald Miami’s most out-
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standing figure of tradition—Thobe. Architect by pro-
fession, donor and builder of the Fountain, he is the
team’s strongest rooter and most optimistic prophet.
Thobe’s dreams always favor Miami, and his unfailing
good humor is always an antidote when luck is bad,
Watch for a red umbrella and a white suit—that is
Thobe, rain or shine.

After a Miami victory, the freshmen have the hanor
of ringing the Victory Bell in Horrison Hall. This is the
only time the hearers rejoice at its tone, for the same
ringing marks the beginning of classes. Your class may
win fame if you can toll longer than the preceeding
classes.

Across the road from the stadium is Cook Field,
another traditional spot. Here, on the night before the
homecoming game, which is another Miami tradition,
newcomers gather tons of wood—lost or strayed, but not
stolen. Get that wood if you must sweat blood to do it.
After dark, homecomers, team, students, cheerleaders,
and band gather for the most enthusiastic rally of the
year. Woe to the class whose bon-fire does not last as
long as the last spark of cheer lingers in the crowd.

Back to another romantic tradition. Stretching from
frvin Hall to the Campus Gates at High Street, is
Slant Walk, undoubtedly the most frequented stretch
of sidewalk on the campus. Slant Walk leads a varied
life. Mornings, students rush its entire length in “‘noth-
ing flat.” Evenings ore different. Then, students may
spend hours just walking from one end to the other.
It is not the walking that maokes the fradition; it is
the numerous stops.

May brings ane of the mast beoutiful of Miami
traditions—May Day. Then it is that outstanding girls of

MIAMI UNIVERSITY 11

the freshman and juniar classes are tapped for the
women'’s honoraries, Cwen and Mortar Baard, new
house chairmen and counsellors are given recognition,
ond each women’s dormitory entertains the group with
song or skit.

These, and others, are the traditions thot keep the
“Old Grads” coming back and the Freshman classes
grow larger and larger.
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WAR ACTIVITY

N Miami University has seen many wars. To serve in
tais one, the university has been designated as o Navy
training  school. Of the divisions stationed here on
campus, we have, at present, a Naval Radio Training
Schoal, for the regular seamen and also the WAVES
G war time version of the CPT, the CAAWTS, and V~Ié
trainees.

The Radio trainees and the WAVES are under the
supervision of the regular Navy personnel and as such
are subject to Navy rules. The Navy has been, and the
WAVES will be invited to participate in many university
activities.

The V-12 students and the CAAWTS are considered
as part of the student body at Miami and are permitted
by the Navy to take part in student activities if they
have the time. Time will be an impartant factor in the
extent of their participation os their schedule provides
for a full day. They will also be hindered by the fact
thot many of them are here for short periads af time
onl.y and so it would be useless for them to attempt
activities  such as  working on Publications, entering
sparts, or joining froternities.

But it is up to those students who are not here
as part of the servcie to see that Miami welcames those
who are.

WAVES

At present, the women auxiliaries are to
occy
East and West halls, a moximum of 400 having besz
set—360 WAVES and 40 SPARS.
Theze will have on officer staff of nine, eigh i
: , tb
WAVE officers, and one, a SPAR. They are c? porfmogf
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the Naval Radio Training Schoo!l and follow a schedule,
similar to that of the sailors, which includes three code
classes, one typing class, one theory class and one
class in procedure each day. They enter the training
course with the rating of seamen. Ratings according to
the quality of their work are given at the end of the
period, which is 16 weeks lang.

The maximum age limit for thase WAVES in the
study af radio work is twenty-six.

They are permitted to enter in many of the week-
end activities of the University, as well as enjoying the
facilities of the local USO center.

THE NAVAL RADIO TRAINING SCHOOL

In 1943, the Naval Radio Training School has a
training body af 840. Fisher hall, Herron gymnasium,
and The Pines are used as quarters, with administrative
offices in the last. The sailors, study code, typing,
theory and procedure.

V-12

The V-12's, not yet on campus, will consist of a
minimum of 500 men. About eighty per cent of these
will be V-1’s or V-7’s who are now in college here or
elsewhere ond ore being sent here to continue their
own majors for a certain number af terms in proportion
to the work they have already completed. They do not
have to follow the V-12 curriculo but may continue
their present fields af study, except that they must
take the courses originally designated as the minimum
in preparation far general service (mathematics and
physics). The remaining twenty per cent ore beginners
who are in a specialized curriculum and have to toke
specified courses.
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Except for seniors in their lost semester, who are
pcrmitted to remain in on inactive stotus until gradua-
tion, most of them will not stay long enough to graduate.

Students who are able to corry elective courses in
addition to the Navy curriculum may do so so long as
the extra work does not interfere with their proper
performance of assigned duties. They may also substi-
tute courses if they have covered odequately any of
the specified courses.

These men in schools designated as Navy schools
have been ollowed to remain where they are, but hove
been put on pay and in uniform. Corresponding men in
schools chosen to give Army training hove been assigned
to Navy schools. These men are classified as being on
active duty.

These V-12's are almast the same as the regular
f:cxllege students. A Navy Commandant is stationed here
but the college manages the subjects and the selec-
tion of instructors and, as far as possible, their disci-
pline. The amount of control of discipline exercised by
The Commandant may vary in different instances, but
in most cases discipline will be referred to him cm'ly as
a last resort.

. Navy V-12 students are permitted to take part
in all college athletics and other campus activities, as
are the CAAWTS,; but these must not interfere with
their prescribed duties, which include campulsory physi-
C.GI. drills, swimming and setting-up exercises, besides
their studies. Military activities also will be kept to a
minimum and subordinated to academic training.

They are also permitted to join froternities or other
organizations on the same terms as the regular stu-
dents and at their own personal expense.
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CAAWTS

The CAAWTS are on compus for four months and, at
present, they take on elementary and a secondory flight
troining. The elementary is equivalent of a civilian priv-
ate pilot's license and includes approximately 40 hours
of flight and 240 hours of ground school training, be-
sides military drilling, in eight weeks, The secondory
consists of 240 hours of advanced training in naviga-
tion, code, and maneuvers, and 40 haurs of flight. The
Hamilton and Middletown airports have been used for
the training the last few years, but Miami’s new field
will take their places. Light Aeroncas of 65 H.P. are
used in the elementary training; a Woco biplane of 220
H.P., in the secondary.

Prof. R. J. McGinnis, associated with the CAAWTS,
has issued the follawing statement concerning the
CAAWTS and their purpose.

“The War Training Service of the Civil Aeronautics
Administration is the present developmen tof the Civilian
Pilot Training program of the CAA established here in
1940. The Miami unit, one of the largest in this district,
consists of aviation cadets enlisted in the Naval Air
Corps. Beginning with a quota of 15 in 1940, the
program has been gradually enlarged until now there
ore 120 cadets taking the training. The unit is housed
in Swing hall and a new barracks building built es-
pecially for this purpose. Miami's new 300-acre  air
field completes an aviotion training plant unequaled
in the country. Cadets are former V-5 Navy Reserves.

With other Navy personnel on the campus, cadets
are classified as regular members of the student body
and are permitted to take part in student activities.”
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WHAT TO BRING—WOMEN

Here | am ot last, actuolly packing for college,
againl Is it possible? Well, where shall | start? Clothes?
I guess thot's the logical place 1o begin. Il put my

sweaters in this drawer. This year I'll really get wear
out of them. Cotton wash frocks are worn in the fall
and spring. Skirts are always hard to pack. | want to
take all of them. We have practically a uniform of
baggy sweoters and skirts. This suit is really neat. Of
caurse, | don’t really need it, but it is so nice to wear
for in-between affairs when 1 don’t wont to be over-
dressed. My wool dresses, casual and tailored, will be
just the things for Sundays and doting. Now what will
I da with this extra jacket; it’s the joy of my life, so long
and big. | think I’d better put my formals in separately.
Twa of them take plenty of room with the wrap and
slippers and stuff. Housecoats are so bulky, but you
really spend time in them. This one ought to keep me
warm. Mow what else goes in here? Oh, my good dress.
I dont want to leave that behind, teos and trips fo
Cincy—lil need it. | still have to pack my slacks. | wish

I hod some blue jeans and a plaid shirt, too. They're -

handy for Saturdays and field trips and picnics. Now
we come to shoes. I/l just throw them in here. Let's see,
loafers fsome people prefer mocassins), saddles, soft-
soled slippers for the darm, and my pumps and dress
shoes. Oh yes, my shower shoes and cap, might as well
put it in here, too. I'll just stuff my socks around in here
and 1 think "l bury this lost pair of nylans. Now my
coats. 'l wear my tweed on the train. I'm glad | have
this dress coat, though | don’t wear it often. And of
course my gabardine raincoat is part of me. Oxford has
o damp climate for weeks at a time. | wonder if my
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boots and umbrella con be squeezed in here. Ah, good!
Well, 1've got my clothes all in, except for the odds ond
ends.

Well now we come to the hard part: haw to pack

all my room furnishings. Lost year it wos so easy; [ just
piled everything in the back of the family car and
away we went. This year I‘ll hove to use assorted boxes
of various sizes and some discretion in what | take.
This box ought to hold a circus tent. Let’s see, I'll put
my rugs and spreads and drapes in first. | remember

what a time the roomie and [ had choosing them. We
waited until we got to school to select them, but some of
the gals didn‘t. We finally agreed on color and pattern,
and | must soy cur room locked like something other
than a cell. Funny, what a bit of calor will do! It's nice
to hove drapes and spreads to start out with, though.
Next | guess I’d better put my blankets in the box. The
university provides bed linen, thank heavens. Now my
extra pillows which are wonderful for lounging and
Leing lazy. Besides they add a homelike touch ond are
wonderful for beating up the roommate. NMow for my
dresser scarves, several ore good for a change. Where’d
| put my laundry bag? That’s more than a repository
for dirty clothes; | kept half my wardrobe there last
year. Maybe | can pack something in my laundry case.

I really locked forward to that darn thing. | never
had so mony friends as | did when my laundry case
came. | guess I/ll put my towels and washclothes in it.

Something 1 forgot last year ond had to send for was
pictures. They really help to moke a hcle a home. Of
course | can’t take anything large to hang up, buf
little ones can be hung from the maulding. Oh, ves,
here’s my yard of monk’s cloth for a combination bulle-






